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2011 Guidelines
The Bethlehem Farmers’ Market is organized to provide consumers with fresh, locally grown or produced products, and to provide area farmers with improved marketing opportunities. 

Producer-Only Nature of the Market 

Lehigh University organizes a “producer only” market, which means that food items sold are produced or grown by the vendors. Vendors must be full or part-time producers of products offered for sale at the market. All persons intending to sell in the Bethlehem 

Farmers’ Market must file an application with Lehigh University and verify that they are the actual grower or producer of the items they intend to sell. All products intending to be sold must be listed on the application. A Lehigh University employee will act as the Market Manager, ensuring orderly operation, while striking a fair balance among all participants. The Market Manager reserves the right to choose market vendors to enhance the quality and variety of goods offered, to protect the interest of other vendors, and to benefit the market generally. 

Attendance

Vendors must be open each market day from 11-3 pm. Set-up may occur no more than one hour prior to the market, and sales may begin one half hour prior to the formal market hours. Vendors must remain open for the entire market day. The Market Manager will judge early closure pending threatening weather. If a vendor is unable to attend the market on a given day, that vendor must contact the Market Manager (Katy Watters 570-592-1443 or Lauren Sammak 610-758-4652) by 9 am on that market day. Two absences in a row without notification may result in removal from the market.

Laws and Regulations

Vendors must comply with all municipal, state and federal laws with regard to the products they are selling and with all other regulations regarding public health, safety and welfare. In addition to these laws and regulations, the Bethlehem Farmers Market requires that vendors who plan to set-up in the main part of the square should use a tent no bigger than 10ft by 10ft and weights must be placed on the legs so that the tent is secured to the ground.
Low-Income Programs

Vendors are strongly encouraged to participate in the Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program operated by the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture. Lehigh University continues to partner with Northampton County Department of Aging to ensure participation in the Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program for senior citizens.

Products

Products may consist of the following: fruits and vegetables; plants, herbs and flowers; honey and bee products; jams, jellies and preservatives; dairy products; eggs; grains; maple syrup; meat and poultry; cider and fruit juices; dried fruits; breads and other baked goods, and handmade clothing, crafts, and artistry. Only the highest quality goods are to be sold unless otherwise clearly marked as seconds and their price reduced. All products must be raised/grown/made locally (in PA or western New Jersey) - our intention is to represent the local farming and business community. 
Display of Goods

Vendors must display signage identifying their farm or business and the price of each item offered for sale. Vendors are responsible for supplying their own tables/tents/seating. 
Sales

Vendors must provide business sales information. This can be achieved by supplying Lehigh with the same documents used for the Business Privilege Tax for the City of Bethlehem. When vendors submit these documents to the city, we ask that they also submit them to Lehigh University. The reason we ask for this is because Lehigh University actively pursues grants for the market and needs sales data to reference in our applications.
Liability

Vendors are required to carry liability insurance coverage for all activities performed in connection with their participation in the farmers’ market. Furthermore, vendors are required to hold harmless Lehigh University of Bethlehem and the City of Bethlehem and any persons associated with those parties from all injuries or damages sustained by any persons at the farmers’ market caused by their market participant.  
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Buy Fresh Buy Local chapters in Pennsylvania are coordinated by the Pennsylvania Association for Sustainable Agriculture (PASA), on behalf of our national partner, Food Routes Network.
